
The UK’s high standing in the
academic world is confirmed by
The Times Higher’s analysis of
institutions in the social sciences. 

Peer reviewers in the social sci-
ences around the world think that
the UK has three of the world’s
top five universities in their spe-
cialist field. Oxford University
edges out Harvard University in
the US to take the top slot. The
London School of Economics
takes third place.

The social sciences include sev-
eral of the most applied subject
areas in academe, such as 
politics, economics, geography
and the less medicine-related
areas of psychology. But in recent
years, these have been joined in
prominence by business and
management studies, arguably
the fastest-growing subject in uni-
versities across the world.

The rise of business studies
may help to explain the positions
of both Oxford and Harvard in
these tables. Harvard has long
had what may be the world’s most
prestigious business school. It
also boasts the Kennedy School of
Government and a host of other
highly rated social science depart-

ments. In Oxford, the Said Busi-
ness School is well regarded
despite being only ten years old. 

The LSE has been cautious
about introducing subjects that
might dilute its academic excel-
lence, but it has embraced execu-
tive courses and other forms of
business education. 

This table also shows that the
most prominent US universities
are well regarded for their social
science research. The University
of Chicago, the frequent destina-
tion of the Nobel Prize for Eco-
nomics, appears here in ninth
position. Columbia University,
home of this year’s winner
Edmund Phelps, is ranked 14th.

But business and economics are
only part of the story. Govern-
ments across the world are
becoming aware that they need
more knowledge of other coun-
tries and cultures. This is enhanc-
ing their interest in geography,
anthropology and related topics.
This trend may benefit institu-
tions such as the School of Orien-
tal and African Studies, in 95th
position here. 

King’s College London, a prin-
cipal world centre for war studies,
lies in 80th place. Pessimists
might speculate that it has some-
thing to gain from the current
state of the world. 

In the longer term, an interna-
tional focus for social science
research may enhance interest in
collaboration between developed-
world universities and institu-
tions such as the Jawaharlal
Nehru University in India and
Gadjah Mada University in
Indonesia, seen here in positions
57 and 47 respectively.

International collaboration is
emerging as a theme in the social
sciences for academic as well as
political reasons. The develop-
ment of data sources such as the
European Social Survey now
allow credible research to be car-
ried out internationally, and
social sciences will be a significant
element of the forthcoming Euro-
pean Union Seventh Framework
Programme for research.

Research funders in the social
sciences are also becoming more

international. Ian Diamond, chief
executive of the UK’s Economic
and Social Research Council,
said: “We are doing everything we
can to make international collabo-
ration barrier free for people in
UK universities, so it is as simple
for them to work with someone in
another country as it is to collabo-
rate within the UK. 

“These findings show that UK
social scientists are highly
regarded by their colleagues
around the world and we aim to
help their influence grow. But
there are some countries with
which it is still very difficult to set
up international co-operation.”

The second column of data 
we show represents the number 
of citations per paper published
between 2001 and 2006 and 
is taken from the Thomson
Scientific Essential Science
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Rank Institution Country Score Citations
per paper

1  Oxford University UK 100.0 2.6
2  Harvard University US 98.5 4.0
3  London School of Economics UK 94.9 –
4  Cambridge University UK 90.8 2.4
5  University of California, Berkeley US 89.2 3.1
6  Australian National University Australia 85.0 1.6
7= Stanford University US 81.2 3.2
7= Yale University US 81.2 3.5
9  University of Chicago US 75.3 3.5

10  Melbourne University Australia 73.0 1.7
11  National University of Singapore Singapore 72.2 1.5
12  Massachusetts Institute of Technology US 71.5 4.0
13  Princeton University US 69.2 3.4
14  Columbia University US 66.2 2.8
15  Tokyo University Japan 65.9 –
16  Monash University Australia 64.9 1.2
17= Peking University China 62.6 –
17= University of Toronto Canada 62.6 2.0
19  Sydney University Australia 62.2 2.3
20  McGill University Canada 58.6 1.9
21  University of New South Wales Australia 58.4 2.0
22  Cornell University US 56.7 2.6
23  University of California, Los Angeles US 55.7 3.3
24  University of Pennsylvania US 55.3 3.5
25  University of British Columbia Canada 53.7 1.9
26  Indian Institutes of Management India 53.3 –
27  Queensland University Australia 52.1 1.6
28  University of Michigan US 51.1 3.3
29  New York University US 50.7 2.9
30= Amsterdam University Netherlands 49.9 1.7
30= Hong Kong University Hong Kong 49.9 1.5
30= Warwick University UK 49.9 1.8
33  Auckland University New Zealand 49.5 1.5
34  Vienna University Austria 49.2 –
35  Carnegie Mellon University US 49.0 3.6
36  Kyoto University Japan 48.0 –
37  Erasmus University Rotterdam Netherlands 47.0 2.1
38= Catholic University Louvain (French) Belgium 46.7 1.4
38= Edinburgh University UK 46.7 1.8
40  Copenhagen University Denmark 45.2 –
41  Northwestern University US 45.0 3.0
42  Duke University US 44.1 3.1
43  Chinese University of Hong Kong Hong Kong 43.9 1.4
44  Hebrew University of Jerusalem Israel 43.4 1.8
45  University College London UK 42.7 2.5
46  RMIT University Australia 42.4 –
47  Gadjah Mada University Indonesia 41.1 –
48  University of Wisconsin US 41.0 2.3
49  Malaya University Malaysia 40.6 –
50  Paris I — Panthéon Sorbonne France 40.5 –
51  Tel Aviv University Israel 40.2 1.6
52  Hong Kong University Sci & Technol Hong Kong 40.1 2.2
53= City University Hong Kong Hong Kong 39.6 1.5
53= University of Paris-Sorbonne (Paris IV) France 39.6 –
53= Stockholm School of Economics Sweden 39.6 –
56  Seoul National University South Korea 39.1 –
57  Jawaharlal Nehru University India 38.7 –
58  National Taiwan University Taiwan 38.3 –
59= Bologna University Italy 38.2 –
59= Fudan University China 38.2 –
61= Nanyang Technological University Singapore 38.1 –
61= Sussex University UK 38.1 1.9
63= Helsinki University Finland 37.6 1.8
63= Victoria University New Zealand 37.6 1.5
65  Imperial College London UK 37.5 –
66= Georgetown University US 37.4 2.2
66= Manchester University & Umist UK 37.4 2.0
68= Macquarie University Australia 37.2 –
68= Oslo University Norway 37.2 2.1
70  Heidelberg University Germany 37.1 –
71  Catholic University Leuven (Flemish) Belgium 37.0 1.8
72  Boston University US 36.8 3.0
73  Chulalongkorn University Thailand 36.6 –
74  Munich University Germany 36.5 1.9
75  Keio University Japan 36.3 –
76= University of Adelaide Australia 36.1 –
76= Free University Berlin Germany 36.1 –
76= Utrecht University Netherlands 36.1 2.2
79  La Sapienza University, Rome Italy 36.0 –
80  King’s College London UK 35.6 2.2
81  Nottingham University UK 35.5 1.9
82  Maastricht University Netherlands 35.4 1.8
83  Pennsylvannia State University US 35.3 2.4
84= Bonn University Germany 35.0 –
84= Leiden University Netherlands 35.0 2.1
86  Delhi University India 34.9 –
87  University of Illinois US 34.7 2.2
88  Kobe University Japan 34.5 –
89  Johns Hopkins University US 34.2 2.9
90  HEC Paris France 33.9 –
91  Bristol University UK 33.8 2.8
92  Lancaster University UK 33.7 2.2
93= Trinity College Dublin Ireland 33.4 –
93= Massachusetts University US 33.4 2.1
95  School of Oriental and African Studies UK 33.3 –
96= Bocconi Italy 33.1 –
96= Glasgow University UK 33.1 2.2
98= La Trobe University Australia 32.8 2.0
98= University of Western Australia Australia 32.8 2.2
100  University of Texas at Austin US 32.5 2.4

Source: QS Ltd, Evidence Ltd

TOP 100 IN SOCIAL SCIENCES
UK institutions head both tables, as research in these

Rank Institution Country Citations per paper

1 National Bureau of Economic Research US 4.4
2 Centres for Disease Control and Prevention US 3.6
3 Rand Corporation US 3.9
4 Veterans’ Administration Medical Centre US 4.3
5 Max Planck Society Germany 2.3
6 CNRS (National Council for Scientific Research) France 1.2
7 Russian Academy of Sciences Russia 0.4
Source: Evidence Ltd

TOP NON-UNIVERSITY CENTRES

The English-speaking world pro-
duces most of the leading global
players in the arts and humanities,
according to academics in the field.

All but two of the top 20 univer-
sities in the world for arts and
humanities are Anglophone insti-
tutions in the UK, the US, Aus-
tralia and Canada — with Cam-
bridge and Oxford universities
topping the rankings, according
to the peer-review exercise carried

out by the data analysts QS
Quacquarelli Symonds.

But there are signs that some
institutions are taking action to
make their arts and humanities
activities more visible on the
world stage. As well as publishing
more in English, as their science

colleagues are doing, they are
teaching in English too. Korea
University even teaches Korean
Studies in English, although not
Korean literature.

This ranking shows that Cam-
bridge and Oxford have a com-
manding lead over Harvard Uni-

English
speakers
dominate
the first 20

Oxford is just the
business at top
SOCIAL SCIENCES

ARTS

Korea University: teaches Korean studies in English




